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The English Catholic Revival in the Nineteenth Century. By 
Paul Thureau-Dangin. Revised and Edited by Wilfred Wilber- 
force. London, Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent and Company, 
1914. — Two volumes : lxiv, 468 ; xv, 642 pp. 

This large and comprehensive work easily divides itself into three 
sections — the revival of the Roman Catholic Church in England, the 
history of the Oxford movement, and the development of the Ritual- 
istic movement within the Established Church that resulted from the 
writings and the influence of Newman, Pusey, Manning and the other 
Tractarians. In the introductory chapter, written in 1899, forty-nine 
years after the Catholic hierarchy had been re-established in England, 
M. Thureau-Dangin sketches with sympathy and with enlightening 
detail the progress of the Roman Catholic Church in England from the 
opening decades of the nineteenth century. At that period England 
was a mission. As regards relations with Rome, and the political 
and social position of the adherents of the Church of Rome, it was 
much where it had been in the opening decades of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. There was no Roman Catholic bishop in England ; four vicars- 
apostolic were in charge ; there were not more than four hundred 
priests, seemingly including priests who were chaplains, and as such 
attached to the households of the more wealthy Roman Catholics of 
the landed aristocracy; and in England — exclusive of Wales, Scotland 
and Ireland — there were in 18 14 not more than 160,000 adherents of 
the Church of Rome. Until 1829 Catholics were excluded from polit- 
ical life. They were excluded by a test from the universities, and 
consequently from some of the learned professions. Socially a class 
apart, from long usage they were disposed to acquiesce in this isolation. 

Political enfranchisement, with all its advantages, came in 1829. 
Wiseman established himself in England in 1835. In 1850 the hier- 
archy was re-established, and Wiseman became Archbishop of West- 
minster. By 1899, the year of M. Thureau-Dangin 's introductory 
survey, there were in England one and a half million adherents, seven- 
teen bishops, and an archbishop. Roman Catholic churches were no 
longer confined to the obscure streets of the large towns, and the 
isolation of the Roman Catholics was at an end. Much more than 
political enfranchisement was necessary to bring Roman Catholics 
out of the seclusion which had been their lot since the days of the 
Tudors. The re-establishment of the hierarchy was a great influence 
to this end. Other influences were the work and policies of Wiseman 
and of Manning, Wiseman's successor as Archbishop of Westminster ; 
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the Oxford movement ; and the Ritualistic movement, which grew out 
of the Oxford movement. Each of these two movements within the 
Established Church carried many men and women into the Roman 
Catholic Church. But the movements did more than add to the ad- 
herents of the old faith. They helped change the attitude of a large 
part of the people of England toward the Roman Catholic Church ; 
helped move the churches from the by-streets to the main thorough- 
fares ; and made it unnecessary for any Englishman to apologize when 
he introduced a guest of the Roman Catholic faith. It must always 
be difficult to estimate with any exactness how much the Roman Cath- 
olic Church owes directly and indirectly to the Oxford movement and 
its sequel. But one unquestionable value of M. Thureau-Dangin's well- 
written, admirably arranged and sympathetic history of the three move- 
ments that he describes lies in its making possible the study of the 
personalities and influences that helped the Roman Catholic Church 
into the sunshine and prosperity that it enjoyed in England during the 
three or four decades preceding the Great War. 

The story of the revival of the Roman Catholic Church in England 
is in itself a noteworthy contribution to the political, religious and 
social history of England in the nineteenth century. The history of the 
Oxford movement and the Ritualistic movement has a special interest 
for students who would understand the relations of the courts, the 
crown, and Parliament to the Established Church. Both the Oxford 
movement and the Ritualistic movement, particularly the latter, came 
into conflict with ecclesiastical law ; and it is difficult to name a book 
which better than this one illustrates, from actual and concrete cases, 
the inner working of a church established as part of the state and 
subject to courts and Parliament. The Tractarians created some diffi- 
culties for the authorities of the university and for at least one bishop 
of the Established Church ; but it was the Ritualistic movement that 
for the twenty years from 1866 to 1886 created much work for ag- 
grieved parishioners, bishops, court of arches, judicial committee of 
the privy council, convocation, cabinet, Parliament and royal com- 
missions. M. Thureau-Dangin's detailed study of the Ritualistic move- 
ment — local, judicial and political — brings out the relation of church 
and state in England better than any manual on the subject could 
possibly do. The author's sympathies are with the Tractarians and the 
Ritualists. He welcomes every movement tending to a reunion of the 
Church of England with the Church of Rome. 

Edward Porritt. 

Hartford, Connecticut. 



